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IMPLANTABLE LUMEN PROSTHESIS 



10 



RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This appKcation is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application No. 09/3 1 1,965 
filed on May 14, 1 999, the entire contents of vdiich is incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Various prosthetic devices have been developed for the treatment of vascular 
disease. These include self expanding stents that can be compressed and introduced 
into the vascular system using cadietm. When the catheter is positioned 
percutaneously or by other techniques at the required site, the stent is released and 
the catheter is ivithdrawn. 

The stents or prostheses have been developed to treat particular forms of 
vascular disease including weakened or occluded blood vessels or arteries. The 
treatment of a stenosis or aneurysm^ for example^ using a tubular prosthesis can 
reduce the risk of an embolism or mpture of the aneurysm. In an abdomin^ aortic 
aneurysm, for example, a bifurcated tubular sleeve can be used to maintain blood 
flow between the aortic artery and the iliac arteries. 

However, a continuing need exists for fiulfaer improv^ents in devices and 
methods of using implantable prostheses for the treatment of various conditions. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an implantable prosthesis including a membrane or 
jSlter and a fluid flow channel to control the flow of fluid through a body Imnen, A 
preferred embodiment of the invention uses a mesh membrane connected to a stent 
5 and, more particularly, to a stent used to bypass an aneurysm. In a preferred 

embodiment of the invention, the fluid flow channel, or stents is coupled to the filter. 
The device includes, in a preferred embodiment, a jframe having a plurality of struts, 
the struts conforming to the shape of the irmer wall of a vessel, a membrane 
covering the struts, at least one tubular prosthesis which forms an aperture in the 

1 0 membrane and an attaching mechanism or coimector that connects the membrane 
section to the tubular section. 

In one embodiment, the device is collapsible to fit inside a catheter. In a 
preferred embodiment, the device is coll^sible to a diameter of 12 French or less. 
The fi-ame and/or the tubular prosthesis can be a device such as that described in 

15 International Application No. PCT/DE/00226 filed on January 24, 1998 and 
corresponding U.S. Application No. 09/250,714 filed on Februar}' 16, 1999, the 
entire contents of these applications being incorporated herein by reference. The 
stent and the frame of the filter or membrane can comprise a shape memory 
material. 

20 In an alternate embodiment, the frame comprises a double coiL One of the 

coils can be covered with a membrane material. In one embodiment^ there can be a 

90-degree angulation between the two coils. 

The struts of the fi-ame can radiate outwardly &om a center point of the 

fi-ame. In this embodiment, the perimeter formed by the struts conforms to the shape 
25 of the inner wall of a vessel. In a preferred embodiment, the shape of the perimeter 

formed by the struts is circular. In another preferred embodiment, the struts 

comprise a plurahty of loop shapes. 
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The membrane material can comprise either a mesh material or a non-permeable 
material In a preferred embodiment, the mmbrane material extends beyond the 
perimeter formed by the struts of the frame. The additional membrane material allows 
the vessel to become completely sealed. 
S The stent can comprise a flexible material. In a prefixed embodiment, the 

device comprises two stents to be used to bypass an aneurysm located at a bi&rcation. 
The stent can also comprise an attachment mechanism to secure an end of the stent to 
the membrane. 

The stent can be attached to a vessel wall using a polymer. The polymer can 
10 also be used to secure the stent to the membrane material. 

In an alternate embodiment, the double coil stent includes a tube graft. The tube 
graft is fixed to the wire coil by a suture, for example. The tube graft is made from an 
expandable material such as a biocompatible inert textile material. The tube graft has a 
first diamet^ when being introduced into the vascular system and a second diameter 
1 5 after insertion, when the tube graft has been expanded. 

In a further embodiment, the tube graft fibced to the we coil includes outlets for 
stents to be fixed thereto. In a pref^ed embodiment two outlets are disposed in one 
end of the tube graft for two stents. The two stents bridge an aneurysoL 

The invention also relates to a method for treating a body lumen usmg an 
20 implantable prosthesis. The invention can relate to a method for deploying a prosthesis 
within a body lumen. The invention can also relate to a method for attaching at least 
one stent to a membrane. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 illustrates a cross sectional lateral view of an aneurysm stent secured 
25 within an aorta; 

Figure 2 illustrates an embodiment of the stent portions attachment to a 
membrane 
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Figure 3 ^ows a top view of an aneuiysm stent secured within an aorta. 
Figure 4 shows an oblique view of a double coil stent in an expanded state. 
Figure 5 illustrates a double coil stent in a non-expanded state. 
Figure 6 shows a front view of an alternate embodiment of a double coil stent in 
5 an expanded state. 

Figure 7 shows a side view of an alternate embodiment of a double coil stent in 
an expanded state. 

Figure 8 illustrates an embodiment of a m^brane attachment mechanism for a 

st^. 

10 Figure 9 illustrates an alt^nate embodiment of a membrane attachment 

mechanism for a stent. 

Figure 10 illustrates an alternate embodiment of a membrane attachment 
mechanism for a stent. 

Figure 1 1 shows an embodiment of a membrane that can have one or more sUts. 
IS Figure 12 shows a double coil stent with a bifurcation stent engaged at an 

aneuiysm site. 

Figure 13 shows a top view of the prosthesis illustrated in Figure 12. 
Figure 14 illustrates an embodiment of a temporary membrane filter. 
Figure 15A illustrates coaxial stents attached to multiple filters. 
20 Figure 15B shows an alternate embodiment for a mesh coil stent with attached 

stent. 

Figure 16 shows a flowchart representation of a method for treating a body 

lumen. 

Figure 17 illustrates a flowchart representation for deploying a temporary 
2S prosthesis within a body lumen. 

Figure 18 illustrates a flowchart for a method for attaching at least one stent to a 
membrane. 
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Figures 19A and 19B illustrate embodiments of a double coil stent with a tube 

graft 

Figures 20A and 20B illustrate an alternate embodiment of a double coil stent 
with a tube graft. 

5 The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages of the invention will be 

apparent from the following more particular description of preferred embodiments of 
the invention, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which like reference 
characters refer to the same parts throughout the different views. The drawings are not 
necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles of the 
10 invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Figure 1 illustrates an embodiment of an aneurysm stent 10. In this 

embodiment, the aneurysm stent 10 comprises a frame 12 having a plurality of struts 14 

and being surrounded by a membrane 16. The frame 12 can comprise any 
15 biocompatible material. A bifurcation stent 1 8 comprising a first stent portion 20 and a 

second stent portion 22 form an aperture in the membrane 16 and are secured therein. 

Also in this embodiment, the aneurysm stent 10 comprises a securing mechanism 24 

which secures the stent 10 to an aorta wall 26. 

In one embodiment, the aneurysm stent 10 is coll^sible to fit inside a catheter. 
20 In a preferred embodiment, the stent 1 0 is collapsible to a diameter of 12 French. The 

frame 12, membrane 16 and securing mechanism 24 can comprise a shape memory 

material. In this embodiment, the frame 12, when removed from a catheter, expands 

into a predetermined shape. 

The struts 14 of the frame 12 can radiate outwardly from a center point of the 
25 frame 12. In this embodiment, the perimeter formed by the struts 14 fonm ashape 

which conforms to the shape of the inner wall of an aorta wall 26. In a preferred 
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embodiment, the shape of the perimeter formed by the struts 14 is circidar. In another 
preferred embodiment, the struts 14 comprise a plurality of loop shapes. 

The membrane 16 can comprise either a mesh material or a non-permeable 
material. The mesh material can allow for obstruction of clots while allowing the flow 
5 of fluids through the vessel. The non-pemieable material occludes the flow of any 
substance through the vessel. 

The mesh material can have mesh holes the size of 0.2 to 1.0 mm. In one 
embodiment, the mesh is knitted or weaved. In this embodiment, when the stent 10 is 
inserted into a lumen, the lumen walls will cause the stent 10 to compress, thereby 

1 0 causing the mesh holes to become smaller. 

To create a sealing between the iGrame 12 and the first 20 and second stent 
portions 22, the mesh material can be thrombogenic. The sealing can be created by a 
rough texture of the surface of the mesh material. In one embodiment, the roug^ texture 
is created by a textile material like wool. The rough texture can also be (seated by a 

IS materia] where the mesh filaments consist of multiple threads. The sealing can also be 
created by covering the mesh filaments with a thrombogenic substance or a sealing 
drug. In an alternate embodiment, the sealing can be created when the mesh filaments 
are made of an elastic material, such as silicone, or when the mesh filaments are formed 
of textile filaments and elastic filaments. 

20 In a preferred embodiment, the membrane 16 material extends beyond the 

perimeter formed by the struts 14 of the fi^ame 12. The additional membrane material 
16 allows the vessel to become completely sealed. 

The first stent portion 20 and the second stent portion 22 of the bifiircation stent 
1 8 can comprise a flexible material. In a preferred embodiment, the device comprises 

25 two stents to be used to bypass an aneurysm 28 located at a bifiircation 30. In this 
preferred embodiment, first stent portion 20 and the second stent portion 22 of the 
bifurcation stent 18 carries blood Srom the aorta 32, past the aneurysm 28 and to the 
bifurcation 30. This process reduces the pressure at the aneurysm site 28 and will help 
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15 



20 



prolong the life of the aneurysm 28. The process will also help to decrease the risk of 
aneurysm 28 rupture. The first 20 and second 22 stent portions of the bifurcation stent 
1 8 can be made from a mesh material. This material can be, but is not limited to, a 
fabric material or a plastic material. 

The securing mechanism 24, in one embodiment, comprises a series of arms 34 
which attach the aneurysm stent 10 to the aorta wall 26. This can be accomplished 
using small hooks or barbs. 

Figure 2 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the first 20 and second 22 stent 
portions and their attachment to the membrane 16. In this embodiment, the proximal 
ends of the stents 20, 22 are fimnel shaped which prevents the stents 20, 22 from 
translating past the membrane 16. In an alternate embodiment, the ends of the stents 20, 
22 comprise a plmality of anchors which also prevent migration of the stents 20, 22. In 
an alternate embodiment, the proximal ends of the stents 20, 22 are tapered. In a 
preferred embodiment, the ends can be reduced in area by 5% to 15%, for example. 

Figure 3 ilhistrates a top view of the aneurysm stent 10. In this embodiment, the 
loop pattern of the stmts 14 of the frame 12 is shown. Membrane material 16, in this 
embodiment, hangs past the perimeter cheated by the struts 14 to create a secure seal of 
the aneurysm stent 10 vAiea placed in an aorta. 

Figure 4 illustrates an oblique view of a double coil stent 100 in an expanded 
state. In an embodiment of the invention, the double coil stent 100 has a first end 102 
and a second end 104. The stent 100 also include a first coil 106 and a second coil 108. 
In a preferred ^bodiment, the first 106 and second 108 coils can have an oblique or 
circular shape. The first 106 coil and second 108 coil can be used to support the inner 
wall of a vessel, such as an arteiy. 

The coils 106 and 108 of the double coil 100 are attached at a connection site 
1 10. ThCTC can be a 90-degree angulation between the connection site 1 10 and the first 
106 and second 108 coils in the stent*s 100 e?q>anded state. In a preferred embodiment, 
the connection site 1 10 consists of two wires, one wire derived from the first coil 106 
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and the second wire derived from the second coil 108. The two wires can be connected 
together by a third wire wrapped around the connectira site 110. In a preferred 
embodiment, the third wire is a Qiin nitinol wire. One of the coils 106, 108 can be 
covered by a membrane material 112. In a preferred embodim^t, the membrane 
S material 1 12 comprises a mesh. The mesh material can be semipemieable, to allow 
blood flow and prevent the travel of clots. The mesh also can be impermeable to aU 
mat^als. 

In an altemate embodiment, one of the coils 106 can be covered with the 
semipermeable material and the other coil 108 can be covered by an impermeable 

1 0 material. In another preferred embodiment of the invention, the membrane material 1 1 2 
is secured to the coil 108. The membrane 1 1 2 material can be secured to the coil 1 08 by 
an adhesive in one embodiment. The membrane 1 12 can also be melted onto or fused to 
the coil 108 in altemate ^bodiments. The membrane 1 12 can also contain a seam 
which wraps over the coil 108 and secures it to the coil 108. The membrane can also be 

IS sutured onto the stent strut. The stent strut can also be incorporated into the membrane. 
The mesh could be knitted or weaved around the stent strut. 

In a preferred ^bodiment, the double coil stent 100 can have barbs or anchors 
103 to prevent dislocation of the stent 100 after implantation. The barbs 103 can be 
welded to coimection sites on the double coil stent 100. The barbs 103 can be made 

20 from an elastic material, to allow ease of placement inside a catheter. In a preferred 
embodiment, the barbs 103 are made from thin nitinol wires. In another preferred 
embodim^t, the double coil stent 100 has ahook 105 to improve stability and prevent 
dislocation of the stent 100. The hook lOS can be attached to the second end 104 of the 
stent 100 and extend towards the first end 102. 

25 The double coil stent 1 00 itself, in a prefenred embodiment, is made of a wire 

material such as a nickel-alloy. The wire preferably comprises a sh^e memory 
material such that when the stent 1 00 is collapsed, it will return to a predetermined 
shape. 
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Figure 5 shows a double coil stent 100 in a non-expanded state within a catheter 
114. The stent 100 can comprise a first coil 106 and a second coil 108 joined at a 
connection site 110. One of the coils can be coveied by a mcmhrane material 112, 
preferable a mesh material. In this embodiment, the first coil 106, the second coil 108, 
S and the membrane material can be collapsed to fit the stent 100 within a catheter 1 14. 
The stent 100 can be compressed to fit into a catheter 1 14 having a diameter of 8 firench 
(2.4 mm) for insertion into an aorta. However, the stent 100 can be compressed to fit 
into catheters &om 0.5 nam to S.O mm in diameter generally, depending on the cioss 
section of the artety to be treated and the diameter of the stmts needed to create a firm 

10 suspension of the device. The connection site 110 between the first 106 and second 108 
coils, in this embodiment, allows the coils 106, 108 to expand beyond their 
micompressed 90-degree angulation. When the stent 100 is introduced into the catheter 
1 14, the hook 105 can be positioned parallel to the second end 104 of the stent 100 and 
will not significantly increase the diameter of the collapsed stent 100. 

15 Figures 6 and 7 illustrate an alternate preferred embodiment of a double coil 

stent 120. The double coil stent 120 comprises a shape memory material. In a preferred 
mbodiment, this material can consist of metal wire. Other materials can be used, 
however, such as plastic. The stent 120 has a first end 122 and a second end 124. The 
stent material can form a first loop 126 and a second loop 128. The loops 126, 128 

20 compensate for alterations of the material lumen or irregular vessel lumina. The loops 
126, 128, in a preferred embodiment, are connected at a first connection site 130 and a 
second coimection site 132, respectively. The stent 120 can also comprise a membrane 
material 134. In a preferred embodiment, the membrane material 134 is a mesh 
material. In this embodiment, the mesh can be semi-permeable to allow fluids, but not 

25 clots, to pass through a vessel. The mesh can also be impermeable to provide occlusion 
of a vessel. The mesh can also become unpermeable over time, after being implanted as 
permeable, by the formation of blood clots at the mesh filaments to provide occlusion of 
a vessel. 
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Figures 8, 9 and 10 illustrate embodiments for a double coil stent with a 
bifurcation stent. Figure 8 shows a double coil stent with a bifiircation stent 1 50 
mounted within an aortic lumen 152. The stent 150 comprises a double coil stent 154 
fitted to an aortic wall 156. In a preferred embodiment, the deployed double coil stent 
5 154 comprises waves or undulations 1 57. The stent 1 50 can also comprise a bifurcation 
stent 158 having a first stent portion 160 and a second stent portion 162. In this 
embodiment, the membrane 164 of the double coil stent 154 comprises a dome shape 
which is accommodated to the flow dynamics of blood. The first 160 and second 162 
stent portions of the bifurcation stent 150 are attached to the membrane 164 by funnel 

10 portions 166 on the ends of the stent portions 160, 162 to prevent any backsliding of the 
stent. The first 160 and second 162 stent portions can also comprise anchors 168, 
preferably barbs, below the membrane 164 to prevent sliding of the stent portions 160, 
162 through the membrane 164. In its unexpanded state, the anchors 168 will lie 
parallel to the body of the bifurcation stent 1 58. When the double coil stent with the 

15 bifurcation stent 150 is removed from a catheter housing, the anchors 168 will move 
outwards because of their elastic tension and prevent sliding of the first or second stent 
portions 160, 162. 

Figure 9 shows an alternate embodiment of a double coil stent with a bifurcation 
stKit. In this embodiment, the first 160 and second 162 stent portions of the bifurcation 
20 stent 158 comprise anchors 168 to prevent the stent 158 fi-om sliding and becoming 
disengaged fi*om the membrane 164. 

Figure 10 shows another alternate embodiment of a double coil stent with a 
bifiircation stent. In this embodiment, the membrane 164 comprises a double valley 
membrane. In this embodiment, the first 160 and second 162 stent portions of the 
25 bifiircation stent 158 can be secured to the membrane 1 64 by either a funnel portion or 
by anchors. 

Figure 1 1 shows an embodiment of a membrane 180 to be used with a stent such 
as a double coil stent or with a bifurcation stent. In a preferred embodiment, the 
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membrane 1 80 comprises a first slit 1 82 which dilates to receive an expanded stent. In 
an alternate embodiment, the membrane 180 can comprise two parallel slits to receive 
two st^ts. In an alternate embodiment, a second membrane fits above the first 
membrane 1 80 and comprises a second slit 186. The two membranes form a tight seal 
5 between the occluded Imnen walls* In a preferred embodiment, the membranes are 
silicone. 

Figure 12 shows a double coil stent with abifiircation stent engaged at an 
aneurysm site 190. The double coil stent 192 in this embodiment comprises a first coil 
194, a second coil 196, and a membrane 198» The double coil stent 192 secures the 

10 bifurcation stent 200 within the aorta. The bifurcation stent 200 comprises a first stent 
portion 202 and a second stmt portion 204 which are mounted within the membrane 
198. The first 202 and second stent 204 portions of the bifurcation stent carry blood 
fiom the aorta 206, past the aneurysm site 190 and to the first 208 and second 210 
bifiircation portions. This process reduces the pressure at the aneurysm site 190, helps 

15 prolong the life of the aneurysm and reduces the risk of mpture of the aneurysm. 

In a preferred emboduncst, the fust stent portion 202 and the second stent 
portion 204 are arced to provide for ease of ins^on into the first 208 and second 210 
bifurcation portions, respectfully. When inserted into the bifiircation portions 208, 21 0, 
the stent portions 202, 204 form a fluid seal 205. The seal substantially reduces or 

20 eliminates aidoleakage or discharge of the fluid flowing through the stent portions 202, 
204. In another preferred embodiment, the first 202 and second 204 stent portions are 
comprised of a mesh material 209. This material can comprise a &bric material. The 
material can also comprise a plastic material. In another prefmed embodiment, the 
mesh material 209 is covered by a second material 207. The second material 207 

25 provides for strength of the stents 202, 204 while allowing fhem to retain flexibiUty. 

Figure 1 3 illustrates a top view of the membrane 1 98 having the first 202 and 
second 204 bifiucation stent portions secured therein. In this embodiment, the 
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membrane occludes blood flow through the aneurysm 190 and forces the blood to flow 
through the first 200 and second 204 bifurcation portions. 

Figure 14 illustrates a removable membrane mesh filter 220. The filter 220 
comprises a coil loop 222 attached to a coupler 224 which can be deployed and 
5 withdrawn through a catheter 226. The coupler 224 can be either flexible or rigid. The 
coupler 224 can also provide for axially distancing stabilizing member firom fi:ame. 
The coil loop 222 comprises a membrane 228. In a preferred embodiment, the coil loop 
222 is a nickel-alloy wire loop. In another preferred embodiment, the membrane 228 is 
a textile mesh. 

10 The filter 220 can comprise a basket shape for the membrane 228 to allow for 

clot removal. The filter 220 can also be inserted &om below to remove debris. In an 
alternate embodiment, lysing agents can be delivered through the catheter in order to 
perform clot lysis. The removable membrane mesh filter 220 can be deployed in an 
aorta lumen 230 to serve as a filter in the case of an emergency treatment such as a 

15 ruptured aneurysm. 

Figure 15A illustrates an alternate embodiment of the invention comprising a 
coaxial stent prosthesis 300. The coaxial stent 300 comprises a plurality of stents 304 
coaxially mounted to a plurality of membranes 306. In a preferred embodiment, two 
stents 304 are moimted coaxially to three membranes. The membranes can be affixed to 

20 a wire material 308. When deployed, the wire material 308 of the prosthesis 300 
becomes secured to the wall 3 1 0 of a limien 312. In a preferred embodiment, the 
membranes 306 comprise a filter mesh. In an alternate embodiment, the membranes 
306 comprise a non-permeable material. The membranes 306 could have different 
diameters, corresponding to the diameters of an aneurysm. When deployed, this 

25 embodiment could divide an aneurysm into two chambers. Blood can thus reenter into 
just one chamber of the aneurysm instead of the entire aneurysm. Reperfiasion of the 
aneiuysm by liunbar arteries or by the inferior mesenteric arteries would be of less 
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importance. The chambers created between the membranes 306 can be filled with a 
polymer to provide for a firm comiection of the membranes to the aortic wall 

Figure 15B shows anodier alternate embodiment of a double coil stent with a 
bifiircation stent 300* In this embodiment, the double coil stent with a bifurcation stent 
300 is mounted within an aortic lumen 312, The stent 300 has a double coil stent 304 
fitted to an aortic wall 3 1 0. The double coil stent 304 has a first wire loop 3 1 8 and a 
second wire loop 320 covered by a first membrane 314 and a second membrane 316, 
respectively. The double coil stent 304 also has a wire strut 306 connecting the first 318 
and second 320 wire loops. In this embodiment, a bifurcation stent 302 having a first 
bifurcation portion 322 and a second bifurcation portion 324, is attached to the double 
coil stent 304, through the first 3 1 4 and second 3 1 6 membranes. The bifurcation stent 
302 passes through both membranes 314, 316 to form an improved connection for and 
prevent any dislocation of the first 322 or second 324 bifurcation portions. 

The space 326 between the first wire loop 318 and the second wire loop 320 can 
be filled with a polymer 308. The polymer can cure in this space 326 which can create a 
firm connection among the aortic wall 310, the bifinrcation stent 302 and the double coil 
stent 304. The polymer 308 can be installed by perforation of the second membrane 
3 1 6 with a distally introduced catheter. Through the end hole of the catheter, the 
polymer 308, in its fluid state, can thereby be injected into the space 326. The polymer 
308 can be, but is not limited to, either polymer silicone, acrylate glue, ETHIBLOC 
TM, gelatine or gelatine sponge. In a preferred embodiment, the polymer 308 does not 
act as a plug, but functions to connect any implanted parts to a vessel wall. 

Figure 16 shows a flowchart representation of a method for treating a body 
lumen. First, the user provides a catheter and a prosthesis having a frame, a membrane 
per step and at least one stent per step 238. Next, the user attaches the at least one stent 
to the membrane per step 240. Next, the user compresses the prosthesis into the 
catheter 242 and introduces the catheter into a lumen as per step 244. The user can tiien 
remove the catheter from the prosthesis per step 246 and allow the prosthesis to expand 
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and secure itself to the lumen per step 248. Next, the catheter can be removed from the 
lumen per step 250. Lastly, the prosthesis is allowed to direct a fluid flowing within a 
lumen to flow through at least one stent per step 252. In a prefenred embodiment, the at 
least one stent directs the fluid across an aneurysm. 
5 Figure 1 7 illustrates a flowchart representation for deploying a temporary 

prosthesis within a body lumen. First, the user provides a catheter and a prosthesis 
having a frame, a membrane and a connector per step 260. Next, the user loads the 
prosthesis into the catheter as per step 262 and introduces the catheter into a lumen per 
step 264. The user can then remove the catheter from the prosthesis per step 266 and 

10 allow the frame and membrane to expand per step per step 268. Next, a fluid flowing 
through the lumen can be filtered by the prosthesis per step 270. When the filtering 
process has been completed, the user can slide the connector into the catheter and 
compress the frame and membrane within the catheter per step 272. The user can then 
remove the catheter from the lumen per step 274. Li a prefeired embodiment, the 

1 5 membrane comprises a mesh material. 

Figure 1 8 illustrates a method for attaching at least one stent to a membrane. 
First, the user provides a membrane and at least one stent per step 280. Next, an 
aperture is formed in the membrane as in step 282 and the stent is provided with an 
attachment mechanism per step 284. The stent can then be placed through the aperture 

20 in the membrane per step 286 and attached to the membrane as m step 288. In one 
preferred embodiment, the attachment mechanism comprises an anchor. In another 
preferred embodiment, the attachment mechanism comprises a funnel portion connected 
to the stent. 

Figure 1 9A illustrates an alternate embodiment in accordance with the present 
25 invention. The double coil stent 400 includes a first coil 402 and a second coil 404. In 
a preferred embodiment, the first 402 and second 404 coil can be used to support the 
inner wall of a vessel, such as an artery. 



o 
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The coils 402 and 404 of the double coil stent 400 are attached at a connection 
site 406. A first end 408 of a tube graft 410 is fixed to the distal coil 412. The tube 
graft 410 can be fixed to the coil 412 by suturing, for example. Preferably, a plurality of 
sutures 414 are utilized to secure the tube graft 410 to the double coil stent 400. The 
tube graft 410 is made from an expandable material, for example, a textile material. 
The tube graft 410 may be woven so as to be radially expandable. The tube graft 410 is 
adapted to be disposed within the aneurysm 416. 

Figure 19B illustrates an embodiment of the graft-coil system in which two rings 
402 are shown. The profile has been reduced to fit within a catheter 405 that is used to 
deploy the graft and coil system at the site. The graft 410 has an inlet 409 and an outlet 
41 1 at the opposite end. The graft can be delivered using a pushing or pulling device 72 
shown and described in greater detail in the previously incoiporated U.S. Application 
No. 09/250,714. The pushing rod or wire 72 can run inside or outside of the graft 

Figure 20A is an alternate embodiment of the double coil stent 400 including a 
tube graft 410 having a fu:st outlet 420 and a second outlet 422. Two covered stents 
424, 426 are mounted in the outlets 420, 422 to bridge the aneurysm 41 6. The fu^t 424 
and second 426 stent portions can be attached to a membrane 428 to prevent any 
backsliding of the stents 424, 426. Alternatively, the graft can be sutured 428 in the 
middle to form the outlets 420, 422 to hold the stents 424,426. Figure 20B illustrates a 
cross-sectional view of the sutured outlet end of the tube graft. The first 424 and second 
426 stent portions carry blood firom the aorta, past the aneurysm site 416. This process 
reduces the pressure at the aneurysm site 416, helps prolong the life of the aneurysm 
and reduces the risk of rupture of the aneurysm. 

While this invention has been particularly shown and described with references 
to preferred embodiments thereof^ it will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
various changes in form and details may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A prosthetic device comprising: 

a frame having a shape for positioning within an inner wall of a fluid 

5 vessel; 

a membrane extending over the frame; 

a stent having a proximal end and a distal end, the stent connected with 
the membrane; and 

a connector that connects the stent to the membrane. 

10 2. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the frame and the membrane have a 
delivery position and an expanded position. 

3. The prosthetic device of Claim 2 wherein the device is collapsible to a diameter 
of 12 French or less. 

4. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the frame further comprises a shape 
1 S memory material. 

5. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the fi^e comprises a plurality of 
stmts defining a frame perimeter. 

6. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the membrane further comprises a 
mesh. 
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7. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the membrane further comprises a 
non-permeable material. 

8. The prosthetic device of Claim 5 wherein the membrane extends beyond the 
perimeter fonned by the plurality of struts. 

5 9. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the stent further comprises a flexible 
shape memory material. 

10. The prosthetic device of Claim I wh«-ein the stent further comprises a mesh 
material. 

1 1 . The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the proximal end of the stent further 
1 0 comprises a taper. 

12. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 1 wherein the t^er of the stent decreases to a 
diameter at the proximal end by a range of 5% - 15%. 

13. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the connector further comprises a 
plurality of legs. 

15 14. The prosthetic device of Claim 1 wherein the connector further comprises a 
shape memory material. 



15. 



The prosthetic device of Claim 1 fiirther comprising a catheter in which the 
prosthetic device is inserted. 
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A method for deploying a prosthesis within a lumen comprising: 

providing a prosthesis having a frame, a membrane and a connector; 

inserting a catheter with the prosthesis into a lumen; 

releasing the prosthesis in the Imnen such that the membrane extends 
across at least a portion of the lumen; and 

allowing the membrane to expand; and 



The method of Claim 1 6 wherein the membrane comprises a mesh. 

A method for attaching stent to a membrane comprising: 

providing a membrane and a stent; 

forming an aperture in the membrane; and 

attaching the stent to the membrane such that the stent is coaxially 
positioned with the aperture. 

The method of Claim 18 further comprising attaching the stent to the membrane 
with an anchor. 



connecting a stent to the membrane. 



20. 



The method of Claim 18 further comprising the stent to the membrane vnfh a 
funnel element 
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Figure 12 




Figure 13 
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PROVIDING CATHETER AND A PROSTHESIS HAVING A 
FRAME, A MEMBRANE AND AT LEAST ONE STENT 



— 238 



ATTACHING THE AT LEAST ONE STENT TO THE 
MEMBRANE 



— 240 



COMPRESSING THE PROSTHESIS INTO THE CATHETER 



-242 



INTRODUCING THE CATHETER INTO A LUMEN 



—244 



REMOVING THE CATHETER FROM THE PROSTHESIS — 246 



ALLOWING THE PROSTHESIS TO EXPAND AND 
SECURE ITSELF TO THE LUMEN 



— 248 



REMOVING THE CATHETER FROM THE LUMEN 



— 250 



ALLOWING THE PROSTHESIS TO DIRECT A FLUID 
FLOWING WITHIN THE LUMEN TO FLOW THROUGH THE 
AT LEAST ONE STENT 



— 252 



Figure 16 



SUBSTrrUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



wo 00/69367 



o 



■0 

PCT/USOO/13126 



11/14 



PROVIDING A CATHETER AND A PROSTHESIS HAVING 
A FFtAME, A MEMBRANE AND A POLE 



260 



LOADING THE PROSTHESIS INTO THE CATHETER — 262 



INTRODUCING THE CATHETER INTO A LUMEN 



— 264 



REMOVING THE CATHETER FROM THE PROTHESIS 



— 266 



ALLOWING THE FRAME AND THE MEMBRANE TO EXPAND 



— 268 



RLTERING A FLUID WITHIN A BODY LUMEN 



— 270 



SLIDING THE POLE INTO THE CATHETER AND 
COMPRESSING THE FRAME AND MEMBRANE WITHIN 
THE CATHETER 



272 



REMOVING THE CATHETER FROM THE BODY LUMEN 



274 



Figure 17 
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PROVIDING A MEMBRANE AND AT LEAST ONE STENT 



■280 



FORMING AN APERTURE IN THE MEMBRANE 



-282 



PROVIDING THE STENT WITH AN ATTACHMENT 
MECHANISM 



— 284 



PLACING THE STENT THROUGH THE APERTURE 

IN THE MEMBRANE 



-286 



ATTACHING THE STENT TO THE MEMBRANE 



—288 



Figure 18 
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Figure 19A Figure 19B 
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Figure 20A 
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Figure 20B 
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